
You’re Invited11th Annual First Amendment Congress
Wednesday, October 28 • 2009 • Rose State College, Midwest City
Thursday, October 29 • 2009 •  The Oklahoman Tower, Oklahoma City



Stop the Presses?
For more than 200 years, the United States has been able 
to depend on its press—the Fourth Estate—to scrutinize 
government.

As more citizens turn to Internet news sites, blogs, and 
social media technologies, newspapers and other traditional 
media are finding it difficult to survive financially. Cutting 

staff, newspapers are increasingly unable to encourage or support the investigative journalism 
that has exposed corruption and wrongdoing in the past. At the same time, in cyberspace and 
on cable television, “news” content is increasingly filled with commentary and opinion, rather 
than journalism.

Time and circumstance are muzzling our nation’s watchdog. How can we assure that respectable 
and ethical journalism survives in this new age? How can we keep the watchdog alive?

11th Annual First Amendment Congress
Wednesday, October 28 • 2009 • Tom Steed Center • Rose State College, Midwest City

Thursday, October 29 • 2009 •  The Oklahoman Tower, Oklahoma City

Oklahoma’s First Amendment Congress is sponsored by:
Freedom of Information Oklahoma • 215 E. 6 Street, Edmond, OK 73034–4602 • 405–341–3169 • www.foioklahoma.org

Co-sponsors of the Congress are:
Associated Press
Association of Central Oklahoma Governments
City Arts Center, Oklahoma City
Ethics and Excellence in Journalism Foundation
Oklahoma Bar Association
Oklahoma Department of Libraries

Oklahoma Library Association
Oklahoma Newspaper Foundation
Oklahoma Press Association
The Oklahoman
Oklahoma State University 
School of Journalism and Broadcasting
Southern Nazarene University

Who should attend?
Media professionals, elected officials, voters, civic leaders, 
teachers, students, school board members and administra-
tors, librarians, library trustees, business leaders—anyone 
interested in our civil liberties.

Where will the Congress be held?
The Congress will hold its education and professional 
days at different locations. Education Day will be held on 
Wednesday, October 28, 2009 at the Tom Steed Center, 
Rose State College, Midwest City. Professional Day will be 
held Thursday, October 29, 2008 at The Oklahoman Tower, 
9000 N. Broadway Extension in Oklahoma City.

Continuing Education Credit
Attorneys can receive Continuing Legal Education credits 
for attending the “Ethical Journalism or Invasion of Privacy” 
afternoon session on Thursday, October 29. CEU credit is also 
planned for Public Librarian Certification, as is “Verification 
of Attendance” for educators.

Parking Information
Tom Steed Center is located near the intersection of Inter-
state 40 and Hudiburg Drive in Midwest City. Please access 
a campus map at www.rose.edu/about/campusmap.asp
For Professional Day location and parking, 
please see map inside.



Professional Day Registration Form
Advance Registration Deadline: October 23, 2009 Register Early !  Seating is Limited

 Professional Program • Thursday, October 29 	  $35 
Includes lunch

 Special Rate for Full-time Students 	  $15

 Special Rate for FOI Members 	  $15

 CLE for Attorneys	  $30
Attorneys who wish to receive continuing legal 
education credits for the “Ethical Journalism or 
Invasion of Privacy” session must pay this fee in 
addition to the registration fee(s) above.

Total $ 

Make check or money order payable to FOI Oklahoma
Mail this form and payment to:

Oklahoma Library Association
300 Hardy Drive, Edmond, OK 73013
405–525–5100 • Fax: 405–525–5103 
kboies@sbcglobal.net

Purchase Orders, and Visa and MasterCard 
payments can also be accepted.

Please contact the Oklahoma Library Association.

Name(s) and Address(es):	

Phone Number:  E-mail: 

For more information, please visit www.odl.state.ok.us/fyi/foi

Register Early !  Seating is limited on Professional 
Day.

Professional Day • Thursday, October 29, 2009
8:45 am Registration	 The Oklahoman Tower

9:15 am Welcome 
Ed Kelley, Editor, The Oklahoman

9:30 am Keynote
Marvin Kalb is our distinguished keynoter at this year’s 
First Amendment Congress. Kalb is in a unique position to 
assess the changing climate of American journalism. His 
30 year broadcast career includes working for both CBS 
News and NBC News, where he served as Chief Diplomatic 
Correspondent, Moscow Bureau Chief, and moderator 
of Meet the Press. For the past 15 years he has served as 
moderator of The Kalb Report public television and radio 
series on the press, politics and public policy and is a 
contributing news analyst for National Public Radio and 
Fox News Channel. In addition, he is frequently called upon 
to comment on major issues of the day by many of the 
nation’s other leading news organizations.

11:00 
am

Break

11:15 
am

The New Watchdogs
The Internet age may bring its share of misinformation, but 
it also provides ways to be a smart consumer of political 
news. Associate Professor Barbara Miller of Oklahoma 
State University takes us on an online tour of watchdog 
websites.

12:00 
noon

Justice Marian Opala First Amendment Award Luncheon
College Essay Contest Winners Announced

1:30 pm The Future of Journalism
How is the changing face of journalism affecting Oklahoma 
media? Who are the players affecting our First Amendment 
freedoms in the new age, and how can Oklahoma media 
adapt to survive? Director Kelly Burley of Stillwater’s KOSU 
radio, Oklahoma Press Association Executive Director Mark 
Thomas, OPA President Gloria Trotter, and Oklahoma 
State University journalism professor Joey Senat discuss 
the new dynamic.

2:30 pm Break

2:45 pm Ethical Journalism or Invasion of Privacy?
What happens when the public’s right to know conflicts 
with individual citizens’ desire for privacy? A real world 
example—a controversy involving a 911 call—highlights 
the question and provides a springboard for discussion. 
Panelists include attorney Bob Nelon, veteran broadcast 
journalist Bob Sands, and Carlton Houston, news director 
for Tulsa’s KTUL-TV. Mark Hanebutt, professor of journalism 
at the University of Central Oklahoma, will moderate the 
panel. (Nelon and Hanebutt are also members of the 
Oklahoma Bar Association.)

4:00 pm Adjourn



Meet our Featured Speakers
Kelly Burley joined Oklahoma Public Radio KOSU as Director 
in September 2007. Burley returned to public radio after more 
than four years as Associate State Director for AARP Oklahoma. 
Burley first joined KOSU in 1990, first as a reporter, then news 
director and eventually program director. During that time, he 
won three Edward R. Murrow awards from the Radio Television 
News Directors Association, the National Journalism Award 
from the Scripps Howard Foundation, and two national awards 
from Public Radio News Directors, Inc.

Mark Hanebutt is a professor of journalism at the University 
of Central Oklahoma. He has worked for newspa-
pers in Indiana and Florida, including The Orlando 
Sentinel, as a reporter, magazine writer, syndicated 
feature writer and an editor. His work has appeared 
in newspapers and periodicals across the country. 

He is a member of the Oklahoma Bar Association and maintains 
a legal practice limited to consulting on media-related issues. 
He is president of FOI Oklahoma, Inc.

Carlton Houston is the News Director for KTUL News Chan-
nel 8 in Tulsa.  His background includes news management 
positions at television stations in Jackson, Mississippi, and 
Tampa, Florida. His career started as a reporter and anchor 
at stations in Kansas City and Norfolk, Virginia. The Emmy 
award-winning journalist got his start as a stringer for the 
Kansas City Star/Times.

Marvin Kalb is a James Clark Welling Presidential Fellow at 
George Washington University and Edward R. 
Murrow Professor Emeritus at Harvard’s Kennedy 
School of Government. He serves as moderator of 
The Kalb Report and is a contributing news analyst 
for National Public Radio and Fox News. Kalb had 

a distinguished 30-year broadcast career, working for both 
CBS News and NBC News. Among his honors are two Peabody 
Awards, the DuPont Prize from Columbia University, the 2006 
Fourth Estate Award from the National Press Club and more 
than a half-dozen Overseas Press Club awards. 

Barbara Miller is an associate professor and government docu-
ments librarian at Oklahoma State University in Stillwater. She 
has created for the American Library Association Government 
Documents Round Table a long list of government websites and 
publications which disappeared in the wake of 9/11, and has 
spoken on disappearing government information both at ALA 
and at the International Fire Protection Librarians Conference, 
as well as at several depository library meetings in Oklahoma. 
She is currently a Councilor of the American Library Association.

Bob Nelon is a shareholder with Hall, Estill, Hardwick, Gable, 
Golden & Nelson, P.C. in Oklahoma City. He prac-
tices primarily in the areas of media law and busi-
ness litigation. Licensed to practice in Oklahoma, 
he is admitted before the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Second, Eighth, and Tenth Circuits, the U.S. 

Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces, and the U.S. Supreme 

Court. His firm is a member of the Defense Counsel Section of 
the New York-based Media Law Resource Center, and Nelon 
currently serves on the DCS Executive Committee. 

Bob Sands is manager of network news at OETA, where he 
brings more than thirty years of experience in 
radio, television and journalism education. He has 
covered U.S. Presidents, the Oklahoma City bomb-
ing, and thousands of stories affecting the lives of 
Oklahomans. He was also instrumental in writing 

and passing the Oklahoma Open Records Act. The Oklahoma 
chapter of the Society of Professional Journalists honored 
Sands with its Lifetime Achievement Award in 2006. He was 
inducted into the Oklahoma Journalism Hall of Fame in 2007.

Joey Senat, Ph.D., is an associate professor at Oklahoma State 
University’s School of Journalism and Broadcasting, 
and is the author of Mass Communication Law in 
Oklahoma. He is recipient of the Oklahoma Society 
of Professional Journalists’ First Amendment 
Award, was honored with the Marian Opala First 

Amendment Award at the 2007 First Amendment Congress, 
and has served as FOI Oklahoma president. Senat has received 
two awards for his media law-related scholarship.

Mark Thomas is the executive director of the Oklahoma Press 
Association, the trade association of Oklahoma’s 220 daily 
and weekly newspapers. The mission of OPA is to advance 
and safeguard the newspaper industry to the benefit of the 
press and the public. Thomas has also served as director of 
the Colorado Press Association. 

Gloria Trotter is current Oklahoma Press Association president, 
and the co-publisher of The Countywide & Sun newspaper in 
Tecumseh. She and her husband have published the paper 
since 1983. Trotter has worked in radio, in marketing, as a press 
aid to a U.S. representative, and in continuing education. As a 
journalist, she has won numerous awards, including the 2005 
National Newspaper Association McKinney Award. She is the 
only Oklahoman to ever receive the NNA award. 

Directions
Enter The Oklahoman campus off 
of the east access road to US 77 
(Broadway Extension). The east 
access road is a one-way, north 
bound road.

Those traveling north on US 77 may 
take the Britton Road exit.

Those driving south on US 77 may 
take the Wilshire Blvd. exit and make 
two left turns to get on the east 
access road, heading north.

Guards at The Oklahoman will point 
you to the parking area.
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